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Colored pencils are a great medium
for new artists for a variety of reasons.

They’re clean and non-toxic.

They’re portable.

You don’t need a lot of expensive tools
to get started.

There are all those wonderful colors!

But if you’re considering getting
started with colored pencils, and you
walk into an art supply store without a
little bit of research first, you will be
bewildered by the number of choices
in pencils and paper.

And then there’s all those accessories.

So What Do You Really Need to Get
Started with Colored Pencils?

That’s what this short article is all
about. This is your “little bit of
research.”

I’ve set this document up so you can
print it in plain black-and-white. The only illustrations are on the cover, this page and
page 4, none of which you have to print to have useful lists.

In fact, I recommend that you read through the lists, choose the one the best fits your
needs right now, and print just those pages. Why waste printer ink on something you
won’t use right away?

Whatever you do, I hope you find the lists useful and that you enjoy your journey into
the world of colored pencils!

Carrie
Carrie L. Lewis has been painting and drawing since she was old enough to hold a
crayon. Her preferred medium for decades was oils, but in the late 1990s, she began
doing more colored pencil work, and colored pencil is now her primary medium. She
shares the wonderful world of colored pencils through her blog, tutorials and the
monthly magazine CP Magic.

Her favorite subjects are horses, pets, and landscapes.

www.Carrie-Lewis.com

https://www.carrie-lewis.com/latest-posts/
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Everything You Need to Get Started
with Colored Pencils

The following list of supplies is divided into three categories:

▪ Basic List

▪ Expanded Basic List

▪ Everything & the Kitchen Sink List

The Basic List contains the minimum amount of things you must have in order to
begin drawing with colored pencils. It is the most simple list, and is also the least
expensive. You'll probably find all of the items locally. No shipping or handling!

If you’ve never tried colored pencils before and you’re not sure how you’ll like them,
this is the list for you.

The Expanded Basic List is the Basic List plus a few additional items, as well as
different types of the same item (two kinds of paper, for example.) You may still be
able to find many of the materials and supplies locally, but you will also probably have
to do more searching. Online shopping will generally produce better prices and less
footwork.

If you’re pretty sure you want to draw with colored pencils but you don’t want to spend
a lot of money or sort through tons of pencils, tools, and accessories, this is your list.

The Everything & the Kitchen Sink List contains everything I’ve ever used or can
think of and which I have found to be good for producing quality, archival art. It's not
complete because as soon as I publish this list, someone will introduce some neat new
tool.

But it is extensive.

If money is no object and/or you like to have all the latest stuff, the Kitchen Sink list is
a good place for you to begin.
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A Note on Brand
Recommendations
While the brands I list are
commonly available in the United
States, they may not be available
outside the US. If you cannot get
some of these supplies, substitute
whatever is available where you
live.

It's also advisable to buy the best
tools you can afford. A few artist
quality pencils will give you a
better feel for the medium than a
large set of student grade pencils.
The higher quality pencils usually
have less filler and a higher ratio
of pigment to binder than less
expensive pencils.

You can buy less expensive
pencils, if you wish. That's how I
started. But I wasn't aware of the
differences and soon found that
cheap wasn't always less
expensive.

However, you can still learn a lot
from less expensive tools and
supplies. If you find you enjoy
working with colored pencils, you
can always upgrade to better
pencils and paper as you're able.

I’ve included a list of online places
to shop at the end of these lists,
but don’t forget your local craft
and art stores, college and
university bookstores and other
locations.

Now, on to the lists!
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BasicList
Paper
One 9x12 or smaller pad of a good, basic drawing paper. White is best because you’ll be better
able to see what your new pencils can do on white paper.

What do I recommend? Strathmore 400 series or 500 series papers are a good place to begin.
Stonehenge in the pad is also a good choice, as is Bristol.

Each paper performs differently, though, so you may have to try a few before you find one you
like. That's why I recommend smaller sizes.

Pencils
One 24-pencil set of Prismacolor Premier pencils. This set has the basic colors (reds, blues,
greens, yellows, black, and white) with enough variety to let you experiment, without
burdening you with colors you may not use or with unnecessary expense.

Paper and pencils are the only things you really need to try colored pencils. If you find you
like colored pencils, you can add the other tools. If colored pencils aren’t for you, then you
haven’t spent a lot of money on tools and supplies you’re unlikely to use again. Since most
brands of pencils come sharpened, you don’t even need a sharpener to get started.

However, there are other basic tools that will enhance your drawing experience.

Other Tools
Sharpener
A simple, hand-held sharpener is all you need to sharpen pencils. Prismacolor makes a very
nice one for a few dollars, but you can also get them anywhere school supplies are sold.

A mechanical pencil sharpener will give you better sharpening with most pencils, but I have
also used hand-held sharpeners with good results.

Places to Shop
Art supply stores (Hobby Lobby, Michael’s, etc.)

University or college book stores

Office supply stores (Staples, OfficeMax, etc.)

Wal-mart and similar stores
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ExpandedBasic List
Paper
In addition to basic drawing paper, get a pad of Bristol. Bristol paper is heavier than regular
drawing paper and is also smoother. It's available in two finishes: Vellum and Regular
(sometimes called Smooth.) Regular surface is very smooth. The vellum finish is a little softer,
but still not as soft as most drawing papers.

I've used Bienfang and Strathmore. Both are good papers.

You can also add larger pads of paper. Or smaller, whatever is your preference. 9x12 is a good,
standard size that’s large enough to do more complex drawings on, but not so large it’ll take a
year to finish a drawing.

For a paper with more tooth, try a pad of Canson Mi-Tientes. They come in pads of assorted
colors, earth tone colors, and grays. I'd suggest a pad of assorted colors, which includes white,
but gray toned paper can also be fun to experiment with.

Pencils
Replace the 24-pencil set of Prismacolor Premier pencils with a 36-pencil or 48-pencil set of
Prismacolor Premier pencils OR a similarly sized set of some other brand, such as Faber-
Castell Polychromos, Lyra Rembrandt Polycolor or Caran d'Ache Luminance. Be prepared to
pay more for these, but better performance and more lightfast colors are worth the expense.

A colorless blender is also a handy tool. A colorless blender is essentially a colored pencil
without pigment. It's made with the same binder the colored pencils are and it's used to blend
colors. Use it just like a regular colored pencil to blend without adding color.

Sharpener
Instead of the hand-held sharpener, get a good, low cost electric sharpener. They're usually
available starting at around $30. You can still get a hand held sharpener if you like. They can
be handy in a pinch and some pencils may actually sharpen better with a hand held.

Mounting Putty
Handi-Tak, Poster-Tack, Blu-Tack or similar mounting putty.

Mounting putty is a soft, moldable substance most commonly used to hang posters. Tear off a
piece, shape it however you want, stick it to the back of a poster and press the poster against
the wall.

But it's also very useful in lifting color from a drawing. Because it can be shaped, you can
make it whatever shape you need to lift color. It's also self-cleaning. Work it in your fingers
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and the color disappears!

Drafting Brush
A large brush is handy for sweeping away eraser crumbs. You can use your hand, but doing so
runs the risk of accidentally marking your drawing. You can also blow the crumbs away, but a
brush is easier to use. Look for a large brush with soft bristles.

Drawing Board
Most pads of paper have rigid back boards so you can draw in the pad if you wish. If you do,
you don’t need a drawing board.

But if you like to work with larger sheets or prefer removing sheets of paper from the pad
before drawing, you will need a rigid support of some kind to draw on. Good, inexpensive
drawing boards are available at most art supply outlets.

When looking for a drawing board, look for one that’s one or two sizes larger than your paper.
For example, if you draw on 9x12 paper most of the time, look for a drawing board that’s at
least 11x14.

Also look for something that’s light weight so you can work while sitting in a favorite chair or
away from the studio. Light-weight drawing boards with clips are excellent for this sort of
thing, but look for one that suits your needs and budget.

Low-Tack Masking Tape
You’ll need masking tape to fasten your drawing paper to the drawing board. Low tack tape—
such as painter’s tape—will secure the paper but still allow you to remove the tape without
tearing the paper. It also leaves little or no residue on the paper.

Art quality masking tape is also available, but you will pay more.

Get 1” wide or wider, unless you plan to work primarily on very small drawings. You need tape
that’s wide enough to hold the paper to the board and 1” is the minimum width I’ve used.
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EverythingandtheKitchenSink List
These are the "luxuries". They're wonderful to have when you can afford them, but they are
not really necessary to creating excellent colored pencil art work.

Paper
There are many types of papers suitable for colored pencil use. They range from very smooth
papers such as Bristol, to sanded papers such as Fisher 400 and Uart Sanded pastel papers.
Other popular drawing surfaces are Clairefontaine Pastelmat, Lux Archival Paper, and
drafting films.

Many of the nicer papers are available in full sheets (usually 20" x 30"). Some are also
available in colors as full sheets that are not available in pads. Sheets can be cut to standard
sizes, to custom sizes, or used uncut if you want to experiment with large drawings.

One caveat: You will need a flat storage place.

You can also buy as many different types of papers as you wish. There are dozens of brands
and hundreds of weights and surfaces available.

And don’t forget specialty papers like watercolor papers, mat board, and suede board.

Following are a few papers I use and recommend, but don’t limit yourself. Try lots of papers
and use those that fit your style and methods best.

▪ Stonehenge sheets

▪ Canson Mi-Tientes sheets or pads

▪ Strathmore Artagain

▪ Uart Sanded Pastel Paper

▪ Clairefontaine Pastelmat

▪ Lux Archival

Pencils
There are several brands of top quality pencils available for those who can shop online and
have the money to spend. Buy one of these brands and you can be certain to get a pencil that’s
a joy to draw with and that are lightfast throughout the line. They are all available either in
sets or open stock, so if you don’t want to buy sets, you can buy selected colors

▪ Derwent Drawing Pencils* (wax)

▪ Derwent Lightfast (wax)

▪ Faber-Castell Polychromos pencils (wax)
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▪ Caran d’Ache Luminance (oil)

▪ Caran d’Ache Pablos (oil)

▪ Lyra Rembrandt Polycolor (oil)

*Derwent Drawing Pencils feature “earthy” colors that are opaque, very soft, larger than most
pencils, and great for under drawings and backgrounds. They come in only 24 colors.

Erasers
Standard erasers do not usually work well with colored pencils because the binding agents in
colored pencils tend to smear more than erase. However, some types of erasers can be used
with good results.

▪ A click eraser and refills

▪ Pen erasers

▪ Electric erasers

Mounting Putty

Erasing Shield
This is a handy template—usually very thin metal—with a variety of standard shapes cut into
it. To use it, lay it over your drawing and erase through one of the openings. The result will be
that shape on your drawing.

You can also add color with an erasing shield.

Drafting Brush

Drawing Board

Tape
Low tack masking tape for taping drawings to a drawing board

Transparent tape for lifting color from drawings.

Solvent
Solvents are a great way to blend colored pencils. Use odorless mineral spirits such as Mona
Lisa or Gamsol. I’ve also used turpentine when that’s all I’ve had, and it blends beautifully but
has a strong odor.

Solvent Container
A container—preferably glass—with a rubber sealing lid is best. Also make sure to let your
drawings dry completely after blending.

Brush & Pencil Tools
Brush & Pencil was founded by colored pencil artist Alyona Nickelsen, Her quest for easier,
more archival tools for her portrait work led her to develop such products as Powder Blender,
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TitaniumWhite, Touch-Up Texture, ACP Textured Fixative, and ACP Final Fixative. These
tools allow colored pencil artists to “paint” with colored pencils in a manner that more closely
resembles oil painting.

They are not for everyone, but if you’re interested in exploring every facet of working with
colored pencil, you can get the full kit for $50. Couple that kit with one (or both) of Alyona’s
books and you’ll be all set.

Tool Box
I've listed all these things to buy. It's time to consider how you store them. Most pencil sets
come in tins or wood boxes that you can work out of. But what about all the other things?

Anything from a tackle box to an actual, for-real tool box, to a hand-made wood box can be
used to store tools. I use a plastic lure box (for fishermen) to store pencils, erasers, and other
small tools. I use a laptop carrier to put the pencil box into, along with other tools and
equipment. Not only is it great for at home storage. It's easy to take along when I travel!

Books/Videos/Courses/Tutorials
How-to books are available in a variety of forms and on a variety of subjects. While you don't
need books to learn how to use colored pencils, finding a good book (by an artist whose work
you admire, if possible) can be an excellent way to shorten the learning time.

Videos are another way to learn how to use colored pencils. There are plenty of free tutorials
on YouTube. Many artists also have videos available for sale if you'd like something you can
view offline.

Art courses or workshops are great for learning new skills. I strongly recommend workshops
where you attend with a number of students to learn personally from an artist, but online art
courses can also be helpful if you don't have the time or means to travel or you want to work
at your own pace.

And don’t forget downloadable tutorials. Tutorials are now available in digital and print form
from directly from many artists, and from many web stores such as Ann Kullberg, Colored
Pencil Magazine and our own Colored Pencil Tutorials.

You can also find many free tutorials on YouTube and membership tutorials on Patreon.

https://annkullberg.com/collections/colored-pencil-project-kits
https://coloredpencilmag.com/paintwithpencils/
https://coloredpencilmag.com/paintwithpencils/
https://coloredpenciltutorials.com/product-category/colored-pencil-tutorials/
https://www.patreon.com/
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Places to Shop
For many, online shopping is not only the best option; it’s the least expensive.

Most online art supply stores provide a wide range of colored pencils, drawing papers, and
accessories. Many also offer instructional books, videos, and DVDs.

The stores are listed in alphabetical order, along with the country in which they're based.
They are not the only online art supply stores, but they are the best known.

Art Supply Warehouse, United States

Curry's, Canada

Cheap Joe's, United States

Delta Art, Canada

Dick Blick, United States

Jackson's, United Kingdom

Jerry's Artarama, United States

Utrecht, United States

If you have a local art or craft store, start there. I'm a huge fan of supporting local businesses
first, both because it boosts your local economy and because you might find unexpected
discounts, bonuses, and other incentives.

https://www.artsupplywarehouse.com/
https://www.currys.com/
https://www.cheapjoes.com/
https://www.deltaart.ca/
https://www.dickblick.com/
https://www.jacksonsart.com/
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/
https://www.utrechtart.com/
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www.ColoredPencilTutorials.com
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